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Abstract 
The task of textbooks has been recently discussed a lot. The textbook is often considered as a basic teaching material which 
includes the knowledge according to a given curriculum. That is why the article deals with textbooks within the education system 
in its first part. The second one illustrates the results of a survey on textbooks for technical subjects. The survey was realised at 
secondary vocational schools in Slovakia. This topic has been a part of the KEGA Project 026STU-µ4XDOLW\$VVHVVPHQW
Model of Vocational Education and Training at SecondaU\9RFDWLRQDO6FKRROVLQ6ORYDNLD¶ 
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Introduction 
-$.RPHQVN\ LVFRQVLGHUHG WREH WKHRQHZKR FUHDWHG WKH WKHRU\ RI WH[WERRNV+LV ERRN µ2UELV3LFWXV¶KDV
launched the development of textbooks and the rules for their elaboration. Thus, the textbook has become the most 
important teaching tool within educational processes. A textbook is considered to be the basic didactical tool which 
provides the realisation of education. It includes information according to the curriculum as well as information that 
pupils need during their learning. However, there is often a lack of new textbooks as many teachers and pupils work 
with the old ones where the newest information can be hardly found. A textbook does not have to provide only 
encyclopaedic information but it also has to be attractive for pupils and provide them an interesting way of learning. 
That is why it is very important to evaluate textbooks (Kurnaz & Arslan, 2011). 
Evaluation Methods of Textbooks 
 
Textbooks are the most important tools for pupils as well as for teachers. That is why there is a need to provide 
HYDOXDWLRQPHWKRGVZKLFKFDQGLYLGHWH[WERRNVLQWKRVHZKLFKZLOOEHFRQVLGHUHGWREHµJRRG¶RQHVDQGWhose which 
will not. Currently, there are three methods of textbook evaluation which are used in Slovakia: 
1) experimental method ± LW LV EDVHG RQ WKH FRPSDULVRQ RI SXSLOV¶ UHDFKHGNQRZOHGJH VNLOOV DQGDWWLWXGHV LQ
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experimental and control groups 
2) expert method  it is based on the evaluation of features such as adequacy, visualisation, methodology and 
others elaborated by experts, teachers and pupils 
3) statistical method  it is based on the parameters, i.e. the average context of a text or the rate of difficulty, 
which are mathematically calculated 
 
Methods and materials 
 
The aim of the survey was to find out the current condition of textbooks used at secondary vocational schools in 
Slovakia. The survey was realised at the beginning of autumn 2011. The secondary schools graduates were asked to 
participate in the survey aimed to the evaluation of those textbooks which they had been using during their study. 
Together 416 students (66 % men and 34 % women) have taken part in the survey. 
 
Results 
 
The first part of the survey was focused on finding out how often the students used textbooks during the 
educational processes. As shown in Fig. 1 only 14 % of respondents always used them. 70 % of students used 
textbooks sometimes. However, 16 % of them never used their textbooks. This may lead to a conclusion that there 
textbooks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.Frequency of using textbooks within technical subjects 
 
Thus, we have decided to find out how often teachers used other information sources besides textbooks. 
According to the Fig. 2 almost 21 % of teachers always used other sources whereas 75 % of them sometimes used 
those sources. On the other hand, 3 % of teachers did not use other sources than the textbooks. It is true that there is 
quick development of science and technology and that is why it is not possible to provide new textbooks all the 
time. However, it is interesting to think of electronic textbooks where the newest information can be easily added or 
adapted.  
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Figure 2.Frequency of using other sources besides textbooks 
 
The aim of the next part of the survey was to find out whether students used their textbooks also beyond lessons. 
The results in Fig. 3 have confirmed that 47 % never used them beyond their lessons, 38 % of them used them only 
sometimes and 14 % regularly used them. It is necessary to highlight that a textbook should help students not only 
during their lessons but also at home during self-studying and self-preparation as well as a support for solving 
various assignments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.Frequency of using textbooks beyond the lessons 
 
The graphical evaluation of textbooks is also a part of their overall evaluation. As illustrated in Fig. 4, almost 45 
% of students prefer illustrating the relations among the basic terms, 37 % of them prefer dividing a text according 
to its importance and 17 % of students consider highlighting the basic terms to be the most important for them. 
 
1968  Marián Novota et al. / Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 47 (2012) 1965 – 1969
ϯϳй
ϭϳй
ϰϱй
ϭй
tŚĂƚǁŽƵůĚǇŽƵƉƌĞĨĞƌĂƐĨŽƌ
ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐƐŽĨĂƚĞǆƚďŽŽŬ͍
ĚŝǀŝĚŝŶŐĂƚĞǆƚ
ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽŝƚƐ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ
ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚŝŶŐƚŚĞ
ďĂƐŝĐƚĞƌŵƐ
ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚŝŶŐƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ
ĂŵŽŶŐƚĞƌŵƐ
ŽƚŚĞƌƐ
ϰй
ϯϰй
ϯϵй
ϭϱй
ϴй
ŝĚǇŽƵƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů
ƚĞǆƚƐǁŝƚŚŝŶǇŽƵƌƚĞǆƚďŽŽŬƐ͍
ǇĞƐĂƚĂůů
ƌĂƚŚĞƌǇĞƐ
ƌĂƚŚĞƌŶŽ
ŶŽƚĂƚĂůů
/ĚŽŶŽƚ
ŬŶŽǁ
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As for the content of a textbook, it is always necessary to find out if its readers understand the information 
written there. Fig. 5 has confirmed that almost 39 % of respondents did not understand technical texts. On the other 
hand, 34 % of them understood those texts. There were 15 % of students who did not understand the texts at all and 
only 4 % of them who understood the whole texts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5  
 
The content and a form of a textbook can (or not) motivate students so they use it regularly. It should not include 
only the information which a reader has to know but it should also be interesting to page through and look at. It 
confirms the fact that more than a half of all students still prefer written textbooks rather than electronic ones. A 
compromise may be also summarised that, according to the students, a written textbook can be supplemented by a 
DVD or other electronic source. 
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Conclusions 
 
To write a textbook is a very difficult task. The authors should have experience as well as knowledge not only in 
the field they work but also within writing textbooks. However, the theory of writing a textbook is considered to be 
very young. That is why a team of experts is often created to provide the best possible textbooks. Even some people 
may think that written textbooks are being replaced by electronic ones, it is not true. Students still find traditional 
textbooks to be very useful and even they are supplemented by additional knowledge, they still find them to be the 
basic studying material within their education. 
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